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On July 4, 2025, Public Law 119-21, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 (OBBB), was signed into
law. The law contains several provisions that affect the Food Assistance Program. This memo serves
to provide guidance regarding changes to policy surrounding the standard utility allowance (SUA) and
the treatment of Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) payments.

Effective October 1, 2025, only households that have at least one person who is considered elderly or
disabled for food assistance qualify to use the SUA solely based on receipt of a qualifying LIEAP
payment.

At recertification, households currently eligible for the SUA based on receipt of a qualifying LIEAP
payment but not containing at least one elderly or disabled household member will only qualify for the
utility allowance that corresponds to the utilities they pay.

Important!! Households without an elderly or disabled member can still qualify for SUA if the
household incurs heating or cooling expenses.

No viable system workaround is currently available. As a result, a limited number of households will
continue to receive SUA based on their receipt of LIEAP payments until KEES rules are formally
revised.

This change is effective October 1, 2025, but will not be reflected in KEESM until December 1, 2026
revisions.

Questions about this policy memo can be sent to DCF.SNAPPolicyQuestions@ks.gov.
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